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Scientist, Research & Development 

Location: Thousand Oaks, California 
Position type: Full time 
Required education: Ph.D. Degree 
Area(s) of expertise desired: Chemistry, polymer chemistry, RNA nanoparticle formulation, 
non-viral delivery systems 

Description:  Dantari is a clinical-stage biotechnology company committed to improving the lives 
of patients by developing innovative therapeutics and advancing medical science. Our shared 
vision is to create a high performing company that delivers groundbreaking nanoparticle 
therapeutics, engineered and developed by our diverse and collaborative team to improve the 
health of patients and meaningfully transform medical science. 

As a Scientist, you will join a cross-functional research team whose goal is to design and develop 
next-generation targeted delivery systems comprising various types of RNA payloads. We are 
seeking an energetic, highly motivated, and creative scientist with experience in applying the 
principles and techniques of chemistry to potential inventions, products, and problems. The ideal 
candidate is a strong team player who has outstanding written and oral communication skills, 
enjoys scientific discovery, and can communicate and collaborate in an interdisciplinary 
environment. 

Reporting to the Principal Scientist, Research & Development, primary responsibilities of this 
position include: 

• Conducting scientific research for the development of novel nanoparticle therapeutics for 
hematologic and solid tumors 

• Independently planning, executing, and analyzing experiments to generate therapeutic 
candidates and advance them to the clinic 

• Thinking critically and creatively to generate ideas and executing those ideas to positively 
impact project goals 

• Serving as technical area expert with notable depth and breadth, maintaining a high level 
of expertise through familiarity with relevant scientific and technical literature 

• Collaborating with Biology colleagues for in vitro and in vivo characterization of 
therapeutics 

• Collaborating with colleagues in Chemistry and Manufacturing & Process Development to 
develop economical and scalable processes, and participating in technology transfer to 
external Contract Development and Manufacturing Organizations (CDMOs)  

• Analyzing results, preparing technical presentations and reports, and presenting to cross-
functional teams and senior management 
 



 

 2 

Recommended Experience and Skills: 

• Ph.D. in Chemistry or related field with 0-5 years additional relevant post-doctoral and/or 
industry experience  

• B.S. or M.S. degree with extensive industry experience 
• Expertise in organic polymer chemistry with an emphasis on synthetic methodology, total 

synthesis, and/or process chemistry 
• Strong synthetic skills and a solid knowledge of modern polymer synthesis techniques, 

with preference for those with hands-on experience with synthesis, purification, and 
characterization, as well as air-free techniques 

• Working knowledge of analytical techniques for characterization of compounds (e.g., 
GPC, NMR, HPLC) 

• Working knowledge of various polymerization strategies (e.g., polycondensation, RAFT, 
ROMP) 

• Working knowledge of non-viral, targeted nucleic acid delivery systems, with an emphasis 
on polymeric nanoparticles and mRNA payloads and analytical techniques for their 
characterization (e.g., particle size, zeta potential, encapsulation efficiency, dilution 
stability, RNA purity/integrity)  

• Preference for those with experience developing therapeutic candidates in the 
biopharmaceutical industry and familiarity with aspects of drug development, including 
formulation sciences, ADME, toxicology and regulatory requirements 

• Strong communication skills (both technical and non-technical, verbal and written), good 
problem-solving abilities, and an ability to work effectively and inclusively in a dynamic 
environment  

Dantari is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer and encourages candidates with diverse 
backgrounds and experiences to join the team. 

Dantari offers an attractive salary and benefits package, and employees also have equity 
ownership.  To apply, please submit your resume to careers@dantari.com. 

Dantari is required by law to include a reasonable estimate of the compensation range for this role. 
The range displayed reflects the minimum and maximum salary targets for the position within 
California and may be adjusted to the labor market in other geographic areas. Individual 
compensation decisions will be based on a wide range of factors, including but not limited to, job-
related skills, education and training, industry and related experience, licensure and certifications, 
and other business and organizational needs.  At Dantari, it is not typical for an individual to be 
hired at or near the top of the range for their role, and compensation decisions are dependent on 
the facts and circumstances of each case.  The current pay range for this full-time position is 
$100,000 to $170,000 annually, excluding bonus, equity, and benefits. 


